Fall 2020

CASWELL HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Caswell Hill AGM is on Monday, November 23rd at 7pm.
The AGM will be online this year. Email info@caswellhill.ca by November 16th for an
invitation.
Attending the AGM gives you the opportunity to:
1) Hear from a special guest for an update on the South Caswell Redevelopment Plan
2) Share your concerns and ideas for improving this place we live
3) Get updated on what’s happened in our neighbourhood and what the Association has
accomplished
4) Find out about recreational/educational programs, group activities and special events that
the Caswell CA is planning
5) Meet the current members of the Executive -- and shape the future by electing people to
serve for the coming year
6) Connect with neighbours and make some new friends
We hope that one or more of these reasons will compel you to join us at this year’s AGM!
Everyone is welcome to attend but only residents of Caswell Hill are eligible to vote.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Our hard work has been making a difference. In winter of
2019, we created a database of boarded up houses in Caswell
Hill and gave it to the Saskatoon Fire Department. The
Pleasant Hill Community Association created a similar list
for their neighbourhood. Now, the SFD addresses boarded
up house complaints in an average of 2.5 days. Previously,
the average amount of time to address complaints was 46
days. We continue to work on this problem, and we’re very
excited about this progress.
By Roman Todos
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Y OU R C ASW E LL COM M UN IT Y
AS S OC IATI ON E X E CUT I V E M EM BERS
President :

Roman Todos
(thepresidentofcaswellcommunity@gmail.com)

Vice President:

Vacant
Secretary:

Vacant
Treasurer:

Kelley Moore

(caswelltreasurer@gmail.com)

Members at Large:
Erin Ellis
Rachel Engler-Stringer
Shannon Mason
Justin McGowan
Karen Sutherland
Lenore Swystun
Malika Sellami

Trevor Young;
Community Garden Coordinator:
Mel and Brody Thompson
Community School Representative
(Caswell School):
Laureen Sawatsky
City of Saskatoon Representative:
Heidi Estrada
Civics Coordinator:
Lenore Swystun
Program Coordinator:
Vacant
Community Safety Coordinator:
Vacant

STAY INFORMED
The Caswell Hill website is
www.caswellhill.ca Stay informed
about Caswell Community Association activities by subscribing!

Shannon Mason

Visit our Blog and enter your email
address to sign up. Updates will be
sent straight to your inbox. If you’re
not sure how, send us an email at
info@caswellhill.ca and we can help!

Rink Coordinator:

Also, don’t forget to like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Youth Rep:
Vacant

Communications Coordinator:
(caswellnews@gmail.com)

Please feel free to contact
us by email at
info@caswellhill.ca

Next Community Meetin
g
Nov. 23, 2020

Advertising
Current rates are as follows:

MON T H L Y B OA R D M E E T I NG S
When: 	The first Monday of every month
(except July and August)
Due
to Church
COVID-19,
we are meeting online.
Where:
Christ
Anglican
Email28th
info@caswell.ca
		515
Street West for an invitation.
Time:		7:00 p.m.				
Meetings usually last about 1 1/2 hours. They are also a great way to meet
your neighbours and become involved in your community. Everyone is
welcome.
Mailing address
P.O. Box 30011, RPO 32
			
Saskatoon, SK S7L 7M6
E-mail address
info@caswellhill.ca
Website address
www.caswellhill.ca
Did you know Caswell Hill has a facebook page?
Visit Caswell Hill on Facebook now! Like us! We like you!

2 Caswell Hill Community Newsletter

Business Card Size...............................$40.00
Quarter-page (4”x5”)............................$55.00
Half-page (8”x5”).................................$95.00
Full-page (8”x10”)..............................$185.00

NEW RATES FOR FULL YEAR!
Save 10% by booking for 3 issues:

Business Card....................................$108.00
Quarter Page.....................................$148.50
Half Page..........................................$256.50
Full Page...........................................$499.50
Please supply files in PDF or high resolution
in other formats. Newsletters are delivered 3
times yearly to every household in Caswell
Hill.
The newsletter is published three times a year,
in January, May and September. The advertising
deadline for the next newsletter is
April 1, 2020.
EMAIL: caswellnews@gmail.com

PEOPLE OF THE HILL - THELMA SNOW
By Jacquie Moore
As Thelma Snow enters my house for coffee and an interview, she exclaims, “Oh, I haven’t been in this foyer since
around 1980! My son delivered papers back then, and sometimes he’d be gone a long time so I’d go looking for him.
He’d be here talking to the two Russian ladies that lived here - I think they were sisters. They’d be showing him all
their treasures from around the world,” she laughs. “They told him they knew Tolstoy! It was a different time … people
shared their lives with just some random kid that came to the door.”

And this is why I’m talking to Thelma today. She is one of the keepers of the Caswell Hill stories. Not only a keeper
of the stories, but a participant in the area’s history and character. “I first moved into Caswell Hill in 1968,” she says.
“We rented a suite on 29th Street, it was my husband and me and our almost 3-year-old. It was so lucky to find a
place in a community and good neighbours next door - Mary’s still there, she was there when we arrived. But when
we had another baby, we had to move. We looked around but it was really depressing. You couldn’t rent with kids
then, landlords didn’t want to have kids. We were eventually able to rent the house that I live in now, so we moved
in there October 15, 1969.”
Her two kids were raised here, went to Caswell Hill school. “I was a telephone operator, so I worked shift work, my
husband was a chef and he was working crazy hours. A lot of the time neither one of us was available, we had to hire
a babysitter - like high school kids, and Mrs. Fleming. I don’t know if you’re heard of Mrs. Fleming, on 27th Street?
Well the Flemings had 13 children, she took in other people’s kids plus she had her own grandkids coming by the
time my kids went there. It was busy, but she raised really nice kids. My daughter still has a friend that she made in
Caswell School - Kym, she lives in Ottawa. It’s interesting that some of the kids that grew up in this neighbourhood
have bought in this neighbourhood. They grew up here and it’s home.”

And what was the neighbourhood like 51 years ago? “Gosh, when I first lived here, 33rd Street had a knitting shop,
a shoe store, Lipsetts had a variety of clothing and you name it - you could buy rubber boots for kids, anything. The
hardware store was there obviously, there was all sorts of little things you might want, you didn’t have to go any
further. We’d do our grocery shopping at the little corner store that’s right around the … “ she says, pointing towards
27th Street and Avenue D. “There was a Safeway at the corner of 29th and Idylwyld on the southeast corner. And the
library is another thing that we have always had, that’s another history. The old building that was there, the library
was in the basement and then it was like a social hall upstairs. The community put on a dance one time and I went.
It was kind of a collective that ran it - ‘Maefair’. When they took the building down, the agreement with the city was
that the library would retain a space; we’re really lucky we still have it. Denham Awning was there, where the Flag
Shop is - Judy Denham is still in there. We had three banks. There was an OK Economy store too. Of course there’s
always been the odd hair store on 33rd. And at one time next to the hardware store, the little house there was a gift
shop. Oh and Necchi’s Sewing Centre, you could go buy fabric and sewing machines over there,” she laughs. “It was
a community that had everything really. But if you don’t use it, you lose it, as so often happens.”

I ask her how she’d like to see 33rd Street evolve. “To me, it makes sense to have some of the social interests on 33rd
Street, like the John Howard Society,” she says. “It’s closer to where people can catch a bus. I would like to see more
activity that would draw the community in. I like that there’s these nice little shops - you go into Better Off Duds,
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PEOPLE OF THE HILL - EVELYN REISNER CONTINUED
or have you been into Glitch yet?” She laughs, “It’s a riot, crazy things!” and she describes a gift she recently bought
there.

Over the years, Thelma has been an active volunteer and citizen of Caswell Hill, helping out with everything from
the PTA to the Convalescent Home to collecting donations for charities, to raising money to build an adventure playground in the park. “Fighting City Hall, we’ve done that in past years too. There was a time they were building all
these three-storey walk ups in the neighbourhood, those were all houses at one time. You always have to have an eye
towards what’s going on. We almost lost Mayfair Pool just a few years ago if it hadn’t been for community members
that were willing to go to City Hall and talk about it! Another fight was about the asphalt overlay on the sidewalks for years, instead of repairing sidewalks with concrete, they wanted to just mend them with this overlay and they’re
a pain. For one thing, they’re extra high off the street so when you’re a pedestrian it’s a problem. And they don’t last
- on Avenue B, you can see some that are crumbling.”

She’s also been volunteering in the school for at least 20 years; she goes in every week to read to the kids. “It’s just
been great!” she beams. “It gives you a reason to get up and get moving in the morning. And there again the kids in
the neighbourhood know me. I went to the park the other day and the park supervisor knew me from when she was
a kid. That ‘s a really good feeling, you feel like you’re not invisible.” However in this time of Covid-19, the school is
obviously closed. “I’m missing it terribly,” Thelma admits. “This morning I was reading to my daughter’s daycare kids,
on a Zoom call. At least I can wave at the kids, chit chat a bit …”

Thelma is active on the Caswell Hill Facebook page. “I’ve always got something to say!” she laughs. “I think this
social media page is a good thing. I like it that people aren’t afraid to speak up if they see something that isn’t right,
or is maybe dangerous. People sometimes air their grievances, and sometimes they get told off a bit - that doesn’t hurt
either. People seem to think that the problems they’re having are all new though. My son had his bike stolen out of
the garage in probably 1975. And I had my wallet taken from the house once when I hadn’t locked the back door,
I was working in the front yard: opportunity. But overall I don’t seem to have problems here. People know me, and
maybe that helps. I feel safe in my home and most of the time I feel safe walking, even at night.”

And indeed, you will often see Thelma Snow walking through the streets of Caswell Hill. “This neighbourhood is
so convenient to nearly everything,” she says. “You’ve got downtown, it’s not far to go to the river, the grocery store
... I really have always found it very easy to walk in. And I’ll speak to anybody when I’m out walking because guess
what: I like it when people speak to me! We have so much variety here. We have every size and shape of house, lots
of big trees, and all kinds of diverse people. That really is what makes a community. I don’t think the homogenous
neighbourhoods are nearly as ‘community’. That’s my opinion anyway.”

At a healthy and active 78 years old, Thelma plans on being in her house for another 10 years. By then, she’s hoping
the defunct bus barns will have been turned into multi-use facilities, including seniors’ housing. “Then I would never
need to move out of Caswell Hill!” she laughs.
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Dr. Tim Kendall & Dr. Robert Wilson – Optometrists
(306)244-7464
Suite #302 – 1114 22nd St. West – SGEU Building – across from the

Dairy Queen

Eye Examinations
Contact lenses
Direct Billing to most insurance companies!

Saskatchewan Health covers:

Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Wednesday
8:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Saturday
(two Sat. a month)

Children’s eye examinations from birth to age 17
Urgent eye care – eye infections, red eye
Diagnosed diabetics are covered for eye examinations once per year
Visit our website: www.kendallwilsonoptometry.ca

Real Estate • Wills & Estates • Criminal Defence • Family Law Matters
211A 33rd Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7L 0V2
Ph: (306)-955-6822 Fax: (306)-955-6823
www.sblo.ca

INSURANCE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BRAD REDEKOPP
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

(306) 975-6555

904E 22nd Street West
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0S1
brad.redekopp@parl.gc.ca

WORKING HARD FOR
SASKATOON WEST

-Tree, shrub, lawn and garden fertilizing
-Planting
-Landscape Pest Control
-Consulting - Landscapes, trees and shrubs
-Fruit Tree Health Packages available
-Structured back yard learning
Turf, Trees, Shrubs (Incl. Lesson Plans)
-Young tree structural pruning*
Whether we are providing a
service or teaching you how
to do it, we are here to help
you.
- David, Owner
ISA Arbourist

THE NEW WAY TO LEARN
ABOUT YOUR PROPERT Y!
(306) 850-4972
KEARNSYCONSULT.CA

How to Report
Reporting is easy online. Search www.saskatoon.ca to find webforms for
these common issues.
Bylaw Complaints

306-657-8766

Suspected Gang, Prostitution or Drug Activity 1-855-933-6411 (SCAN)
Property Complaints (unsafe homes, long grass,ect.)

Graffiti
Traffic Issues (Including Potholes)
Parking Enforcement
Traffic Signal Outage

306-975-2828
306-975-2828
306-975-2476
306-975-8344
306-975-2981

Power Outage
Illegal Dumping
Needles

306-975-2621
306-975-2486

Animal Protection
Nuisance Barking or Howling

306-374-7387 (SPCA)
306-385-7387 (SPCA)
306-975-3300

306-655-4664

Wildlife Within City Limits

Emergency Numbers
Emergency

911

Police

306-975-8300

Fire

306-975-3030

Ambulance

306-975-8800

Political Representatives
Ward 2 City Councillor - Hilary Gough
Saskatoon Centre MLA - David Forbes

306-717-4533
306-787-0975

Saskatoon - West MP - Brad Redekopp

306-975-6555

